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Call to Order:  

Chairman Smothermon called the February 11, 2020 Planning Commission meeting to 

order at 7:00 p.m.   

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

Roll Call:  

Commission members present:  Bellina, Clevenger, Cooper, McNelis, Strefling, 

Smothermon.  Commission Members Absent:  Conover  

Others present:  Recorder: Cole, Code Enforcement Officer: Dave Spurlock 

 

Comments from the Public on Agenda (3 Minute Limit): None. 

 

Agenda: 

McNelis motioned to approve the February 11, 2020 agenda as submitted.  Strefling 

supported. 

All voting in favor     Motion Carried 

 

Correspondence/Announcements: None. 

 

Minutes: 

January 14, 2020:  Smothermon allowed Brian Shier to voice what he wanted included in 

the minutes of the January 14, 2020 meeting.  Shier advised he thought the minutes 

should reflect the fact he stated at the meeting he advised the Zoning Administrator from 

the beginning of the project his intentions for the use of the property.  Cooper motioned 

to approve the January 14, 2020 minutes as presented.  Strefling supported. 

All voting in favor     Motion Carried 

 

New Business: None. 

 

Unfinished Business:  

Sign Ordinance: After discussion, the Commission concluded to form an advisory 

committee to gather information and bring back to the Commission.  Bellina, Clevenger, 

and McNelis volunteered to the advisory committee. 

Resort Ordinance: The Commission discussed possible major and minor resort 

ordinances.  Consensus of Commission to wait for input from the Zoning Administrator. 

By-Laws: The Commission discussed the separation of duties from Vice Chairman and 

adding a secretary.  The annual report must be addressed as well. 

 

Public Comment:  

Brian Shier, 404 E. Main Street, Niles, addressed the Commission advising he would like 

to get a resolution on his project with the Township.  Reiterated his project is large single 

family home and that he addressed his intentions with the Zoning Administrator and the 

Building Inspector at the beginning of the project to rent to other single families.  Similar 
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to an Air B&B.  He stated his wife advertised on Facebook using the word resort.  Shier 

stated that he was not aware of any problems until he received a stop work order from the 

building inspector who now doesn’t recall being told the use of the project in the 

beginning.  Shier inquired why wait until the project is 90% complete to issue a stop 

work order.  Shier advised that the Township is interfering with home owners freedom in 

the use of their properties.  Shier advised he is a Veteran who has fought for this country. 

Shier advised his family are builders and it is critical to find a resolution, because he may 

need to layoff workers as the delay is hindering him financially.  Expressed the need to 

move forward. 

 

Board Updates: advised that Gary DeGroot, former Planning Commission Chairperson, passed 

away.  Also, Gary Conover’s mother’s funeral was today. 

Zoning Administrator Updates:  Absent 

Adjournment:  Smothermon adjourned the meeting at 7:54 p.m. 

Prepared by:  Angie Cole, Recorder 

Approved by John McNelis, Secretary, on July 14, 2020 

________________________________________ 

John McNelis, Secretary 


